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Our vision 

To deliver a caring, supportive and safe school environment  in which all students  have the opportunity to reach their full potential. 

Dear Parents, Caregivers,  

Last time I wrote to you all through the newsletter was late in Term 1 and a lot has 
changed in this time. We were busy preparing distance learning packs at this time.  
We have now reached the end of Term 3 and it has been an absolute pleasure as a 
community to have navigated the ever-changing landscape of COVID with you all. 

Our staff worked diligently and tirelessly preparing the packs for your children and 
posting online learning through their breaks and I am appreciative of their efforts.  
Parents have provided endless commendations and thanks to our staff for the effi-
ciency and effectiveness in supporting the processes. We have received over 40 
Communicating Kindness messages from families to members of our staff for their 
support.  This is really appreciated and welcomed. 

As we moved into school holidays things began to change a little and parents were 
able to send their students to school if they wished.  That meant another adjustment 
for our staff who responded exceptionally professionally. 

Since the return of students to compulsory schooling on May 18th I am pleased to 
report that students have returned to school with our expectations in mind as they 
work through their programs of learning. 

PARKING 

One of the amendments we have made during this time is the implementation of 
drop off zones and collection points for students before and after school.  I would 
like to thank all of the families for their cooperation, support and appreciation shared 
during this time.  It has been extremely pleasant to note that people are sharing 
greetings, students are using their manners, saying good morning first, asking how 
our day is and using exceptional dialogue.  I am really impressed. 

I am currently working with the Department of Education to have our informal Drop 
off and collection point formalised—that is that this zone will be staying and will be 
monitored and supported by the executive team. 

SCHOOL START TIMES 

School start times have now all returned to normal with an 8.20am start and a 
2.20pm finish for all students. Please continue to use Boronia Close, Acacia Way, 
Sturt Place or Orchid Close to pick up and drop off students each day.  Thank you 
parents for making this very easy for us to manage—you have been outstanding!!!!. 

TOILET UPGRADES  

These holidays our junior and senior toilets will be completely refurbished thank 
you to the State Governments Maintenance Blitz.  At the end of Term 3 the up-
grades to the administration building will commence and I will advise in due course 
of the temporary office spaces in the duration of the build. 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS 

Students—while wearing our school uniform you are still representing our school 
and as such I expect that while you are in school uniform you are  upholding our 
school values.  It is disappointing that students have been behaving inappropriately 
at the skate park while in school uniform, despite having been reminded about this 
very issue. 

I wish all families a wonderful break ahead and look forward to the commencement 
of Term 3.Thank you most sincerely once again for the support of the community 
over the past 22 weeks.  It has been exceptional. 

 

Kindest Regards,  
 
Narelle Ward 

PRINCIPAL 

mailto:cassia.ps@education.wa.edu.au


 

Behaviour Management and Support Policy 

 

At Cassia Primary School we support students to develop positive behaviours through a multi-tiered framework. 
This approach is research based, and in line with Department of Education best practice guidelines. Student safe-
ty is our number one priority at all times and underpins all of our processes.  

 

Tier One: Whole School PBS 

   - Clearly defined and consistently implemented classroom expectations, procedures and routines. Process-
es to encourage expected behaviours at both the classroom level (dojo points, whole class rewards) and 
the whole school level (Greenies, Merit Awards). These expectations are clearly defined through our 
Whole School Behaviour Matrix and PBS expectations, and explicitly taught to students. 

   - Processes to discourage inappropriate behaviours that include the ‘traffic light’ system, low key strategies, 
use of Pink Slips for Buddy Class and Office Withdrawal, and the Tracking File. 

   - Tracking File – incidents of bullying are recorded in the class Tracking File. Bullying is a series of repeat-
ed intention behaviours over time. One off occurrences of name calling, teasing etc are not bullying how-
ever they are still recorded in the Tracking File to assist us in identifying if there are particular patterns 
over time. For students whom are reported in the tracking file we have a system of communicating with 
families and reducing the frequency of this occurring. 

 

Tier Two: Intervention 

Students who display ongoing behaviours that disrupt the learning of others are provided with Tier Two Interven-
tions.  This will often be done in consultation with the School Psychology, School of Special Needs Behaviour and 
Engagement and the parent/caregiver. These strategies can include an Individual Behaviour/Education plan, re-
storative practice for students experiencing social interaction issues, Zones of Regulation to assist student who 
have trouble regulating their emotions, and the BRAVE program which assists student suffering from anxiety re-
lated issues. These supports may also include modelling, observation, Functional Behaviour Assessment or 
timed observations of an individual, group or class. 

 

Tier Three: Intervention 

These intensive supports are employed for students who have difficulty engaging in class in an ongoing way, and 
are displaying behaviours that disrupt the learning of others. With the assistance of the School Psychology Ser-
vice, School of Special Needs, WA Health and various outside agencies an individualised plan is developed to 
support the student to modify their behaviour as well keeping other students safe.  

 

Violence in Schools/Good Standing 

When students are physically violent towards each other or a staff member with intent, a suspension will follow in 
line with DOE policy - Let’s Take a Stand Together: Minister’s Statement on School Violence - which took effect in 
February 2019. When a child is suspended their Good Standing is revoked, which means they cannot participate 
in special activities or school events for the duration of which they do not have Good Standing.  The Good Stand-
ing Review Committee meet at the end of Week 4 and Week 8 and make decisions as to whether a child’s good 
standing is reinstated or continued to be revoked. On returning from a suspension, a child and their family meet 
for a re-entry meeting to discuss the expectations, processes and strategies moving forward to support the indi-
vidual student, as well as the safety of other student. 

 

Mr Martin Ross—Deputy Principal 

Behaviour Management—Mr Ross 

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/dl/69okxe


School Health Nurse 

Attendance Challenge 

Kindy Students -School Entry Health Assessment 

All children in Western Australia are eligible for a School Entry Health Assessment when they are of school entry 
age. The School Entry Health Assessment is provided by the local School Health Nurse. It is an excellent oppor-
tunity to look at the health and development of your child at the beginning of school life. 

  

The assessments are simple, non-invasive, quick and easy. They screen for problems which are best addressed, 
if picked up and treated early. The assessments include: 

 Vision 

 Hearing  

 Teeth 

 Growth (including weight, height and Body Mass Index).  

Your child’s results will be sent home after their health check has been com-
pleted. Results are always treated confidentially. 

  

Please note, if the assessment results for your child suggest there may be a 
concern, the School Health Nurse will contact you to discuss further. 

  

School Entry Health Assessment forms are currently being re-distributed to parents who have not yet returned 
one.  

Please return these to the classroom teacher as soon as possible and make sure you have completed 
and signed the back page of the form. 

 
We look forward to working with you and your family. 

 
If you have a concern about your child’s health, development or wellbeing please contact us on 9174 1321. 

 

Kristy, Georgina and Dannika.—School Health Nurses 



THE UNIFORM SHOP IS OPEN ON Tuesdays  

BETWEEN 2.30– 3PM 

During Covid-19 restrictions we are handing out 

all student uniform orders to the classroom teach-

er, the students are then instructed to place these 

in their bags to take home by Wednesday after-

noon 

We thank you for your on going support during 

this unusual time. 

Please place all canteen and uniform orders online by visiting www.quickcliq.com.au Canteen orders need to be 

placed prior to 9am each day. Canteen also has EFTPos available! 

Canteen 

P & C News 

Uniform Shop 

Hi all, 

Hope everyone is well.  Through Covid-19, the P&C ran a fundraiser for mothers day. One of our prizes were 3x 
family photo sessions with Lauren from Elljay Photography. We raised a total of $2250! Thank you everyone for 
your support and we hope the lucky winners have enjoyed your prizes and photos. 

With Covid-19 restrictions still in place, the canteen will continue to run as an online ordering canteen only.  This is 
proving to be an easy option for parents. The last few weeks more and more people are using quickcliq to order 
their child’s lunches. Thank you everyone for your support in these trying times. 

We would like to thank Ms Zai for all of her hard work in the canteen during covid-19. Being in there alone and 
closed off from the world is not an easy job, but Zai has gone above and beyond and managed to feed our children 
and staff each and every day.  With school back at full capacity we are always looking for volunteers.  If this is 
something that interests you please let me know by emailing cassiapandc@gmail.com  

 

Stay safe 

Lauren Shinners—P&C President 

1. www.quickcliq.com.au  

2. Create an account using your email ad-

dress 

3. Select “Add Student” - fill in your child’s 

class details (you will need to do this for 

each child) 

4. Select Home or Icon 

5. Select “Add Credit”, “Meal Order” or 

“Uniforms”  

6. Add to cart and make payment via Debit 

or Credit Card 



Literacy 

The Literacy Committee continues to meet regularly to analyse whole school assessment data. A slight improve-

ment trend has been recognised in our writing data from Years One to Six. We are continuing this improvement 

and seeking to enhance it through the Talk For Writing program.  

Each term, teachers work together to share planning across a specific year level. This supports consistency 

across year levels and fosters a collaborative work environment with teachers. It also allows for students’ work 

samples and assessments to be moderated, with teachers making comparisons across different classrooms to 

inform teaching practice.  

How can you support improvements in writing at home? Vocabulary! Great writers use a range of vocabulary to 

create mood, interest and expression. Try introducing a new “wow” word at home each month. Encourage your 

child/ren to use this word in their everyday language. Here is a list of words you may like to consider: 

- especially 

- assume 

- strategy 

- involve  

- continue 

 

Casey Boswell - Literacy Leader 

School Psychologist 

Hi there!  

My name is Jonathan Dong, the School Psychologist (provisionally registered) 

at Cassia Primary School.  

 

You can usually find me at the school on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. I 

grew up in Perth, and have worked in the Pilbara for one and half years servic-

ing schools in Hedland, Karratha, Roebourne and Marble Bar.  

At Cassia Primary, I am a part of the student services team. My role is to provide services to the school, staff, 

and parents in three main areas:  

* Behaviour 

- Work with students, parents, and staff to identify and change target behaviours.  

* Learning  

- Conduct assessments of students experiencing learning difficulties/disabilities at school.  

- Support schools to make appropriate adjustments for students to enhance their learning out-

comes.  

* Mental Health  

- Directly supporting children experiencing mental health and wellbeing difficulties.  

- Assisting schools and students to maximise development of positive mental health and wellbeing.  

Each day, I look forward to working with schools to empower our students so that they experience success and 

feel confident enough to explore who they are and what they strive to be. 

 

Jonathan Dong—School Psychologist 



Maths 

Term 2 Mathematical learning in Rooms 6, 7, 8 and 9 
 

Students from Room 6, 7, 8 and 9 have made a fantastic start to Term 2 and are excited to share their experienc-

es in the learning area of Mathematics.  

Throughout Week 4, students had the opportunity to consolidate their understanding of the attributes of 2D 
shapes and practice and demonstrate their subitising skills with numbers up to 10.  

Term 2 Mathematical learning in Rooms 10, 11, 12 and 13 
Students from Room 10,11,12 and 13 have been consolidating their understanding and strategies throughout 

Term 2 and are excited to share their experiences in the learning area of Mathematics.  

Students have had the opportunity to demonstrate their addition strategies by tallying scores obtained through 
movement in a mathematical card game, apply their understanding of the place value of numbers 
through writing numbers in an expanded form, consolidate their subitising strategies with numbers 1 to 
20 through discussions and justification and strengthen their multiplication strategies through repeated 
addition and visual arrays.  

- Karen Derschow 



CLC—Cassia Learning Club 

Discovering Ancient Egypt at cassia learning club  

Cassia Learning Club has been operating via Distance Learning in Term 2, with students investigating the topic 

Ancient Egypt. Students have had the opportunity to work from a hard copy program supported by units of work 

that have been uploaded to Seesaw for students, Parents and 

Caregivers.  

So far this term, CLC students have studied the following. 

 History of Ancient Egypt  

 The longest river in the World – The Nile River  

 Inventions – Shaduf (look at our fantastic photos below) 

 Roles and responsibilities of Pharaohs 

 Tutankhamun – The King Boy  

 Pharaoh Jewellery and  

 Ancient Egyptian communication - Hieroglyphics  

I am so proud of everyone who has engaged with the program 

this term allowing us to produce an amazing Ancient Egypt dis-

play in the Art Room.  

Engineering Ancient Egyptian Pyramids in Cassia Learning Club   

One of our favourite activities that we completed throughout Term 2, was engineering and constructing our An-

cient Egyptian Pyramids.  

Did you know that most Ancient Egyptian pyramids were built as tombs for Pharaohs and their families with over 

130 pyramids having been discovered in Egypt? 

The first Egyptian pyramid is believed to be the Pyramid of Djoser, it was built in Saqqara around 4650 years ago 

(2640 BC). Saqqara is a huge ancient burial ground built near the Egyptian city of Memphis. 

- Mrs Karen Derschow  - Cassia Learning Club Program Coordinator  

Check out our cool marshmallow pyramids 



Science 

SAKG—Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden 

Physical Education 

Students have been learning about biological sciences. Each year level has been having discussions based on 

animal needs, habitats, external features of an animal, animal survival and how climate change can affect and 

impact the wildlife. 

Pre Primary and Year One students have focused on animal needs to survive, including food, water, air, shelter 

and love and care. 

Year Two and Three students are investigating life cycles of 

animals and how animals have offspring similar to them-

selves. 

Year Three and Four students are looking closely at structur-

al features and survival against predators. 

Year Five and Six students have started presenting animal 

report projects to their peers. Students used poster paper, 

keynote presentations and pamphlets. 

 

Ms Erin Smith 

This term we spent the first 3 weeks working on our fitness. The students were introduced to circuit training 

where they completed different exercises, followed by a beep test in Week 3 for the senior students. I think 

many students were happy when we moved onto football in Week 4! As it stands we will be continuing football 

until Week 7 followed by a few weeks of basketball to round out the term.  

Go Dockers! 

 

Mr Bailey Minissale 

For Term 2 we have been watching some of our little seedlings in the garden grow. Our Cotton plants have 

grown very well and we have been able to pick and feel the cotton as it grows.  

We have also been using our beautiful greenhouse to grow a fair few small seedlings and putting them into the 

garden when they are ready.  

Since our garden is moving along and growing, we are now more focused 

on Design and Technology.  

We are learning about materials this term in design and technology, in Pre
-Primary to Year 2 we are choosing materials to build a strong box or 
package. In Year Six we are learning about native bees and will be mak-
ing a Bee Hotel, hopefully we will attract some native bees to our garden.  
 
Mr Lourens Viljoen 



Community Notices 



Community Notice 


