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Up Coming
Events
Friday March 5th
Faction Swimming
Carnival
Friday March 12th
Assembly Room 19

Friday March 19th
Assembly Room 3
Wednesday 24th
March
School Board Meting
Friday March 26th
Assembly Room 6
And
Interschool Swimming
Carnival

Principal’s Post
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
It has been an extremely busy start to the year and I would like to congratulate our students on
their conduct and classroom efforts.
Looking at our latest classroom based reading results the students are making great strides in
their efforts and it is pleasing to note the progress that students are making. We will have further
indication of this progress when students complete NAPLAN this year which is scheduled for the
11th –21st of May. NAPLAN is just one measure of a students Academic performance and at
Cassia we use a variety of other methods to support whole school assessment including
Brightpath Writing assessment and this year the Progressive Assessment Tests through ACER.
As you are aware many of you have completed your Third Party App permissions which allows
us to do some of this testing to measure student achievement. Thank you for your support.
CARNIVAL CAPERS
Yesterday was our school swimming carnival and the responses I have received from the community in relation to the exceptional conduct particularly of our Year 1-3 students was outstanding. I give special mention to Mr Minissale and Mrs Wainwright for their extensive planning and
preparation for the day. Congratulations to all of our students for their efforts.
P&C
We welcome a new executive committee for the P & C this year
P & C President: Ms Lauren Shinners
P & C Vice President : Ms Jacqui Toyne
P & C Treasurer: Ms Heidi Oliver
P & C Secretary: Ms Fiona O’Brien
Canteen Coordinators: Ms Jess Rider and Ms Katie Bloxsidge
Uniform Shop Coordinators: Ms Jacqui Toyne and Ms Jenna Martin
ATTENDANCE

Wednesday March
31st

Whilst our student numbers are down this year from our projections, which will be the first time in
7 years this has occurred, we are still have a significant number of students in our school. We
currently sit at 580 students.

P & C Meeting

Our attendance rates have 59.6% of our students attending regularly (over 90% attendance) with
Kindergarten children achieving the highest attendance rate of all cohorts.

Thursday 1st April
Easter Assembly and
Easter Raffle Drawn
Last day of School
Term 1

Our whole school attendance rate is currently 84.9% with 46% of students not providing a reason
for absence. You must inform the school if your child is absent—this can be done by contacting the school, notifying your childs teacher through SeeSaw, completing an absentee notification through Skoolbag. Every opportunity at school is important. EVERY CHILD,
EVERY CLASSROOM, EVERY DAY
Go well for the next five weeks,
Narelle Ward
PRINCIPAL

Our vision
To deliver a caring, supportive and safe school environment in which all students have the opportunity to reach their full potential.
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Welcome New Staff 2021

Ms Leanne Doig

Ms Carla Pracillio

Ms Tina Hudson

Ms Sienna Breen

Ms Ebony Brown

Ms Emily Glasson

Ms Vicky Li

Ms Jane Wilkie

Mr Matthew Ullrich

Mr Riley Jupp

Ms Juliana Doyle
Ms Rebecca Nelson

Ms Nadine Geary
We would like to wish a warm welcome to all of our new staff here
at Cassia Primary School. We all look forward to sharing our wonderful school community with you.

Ms Christine Shelton
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Literacy—Ms Boswell
Mrs Wainwright and her efficient elves have been busy this term creating Home Reading
Logs for students. The Cassia Home Reading Log is a great way to to encourage reading. Reading at home can help develop early literacy skills, vocabulary and comprehension skills. Please see your child’s teacher if you require a Home Reading Log or Home
Reading Books
“Reading is a basic tool in the living of a good life.” Mortimer J. Adler

Numeracy—Ms Mills
Numeracy
What a great start to Term 1! This year we are implementing the Maths program called PRIME
Mathematics for Pre-Primary through to Year Six students.
This has been an exciting initiative that is supporting our students and staff with the teaching and
learning of Mathematics.
Students within a PRIME lesson will participate in whole class Explicit Direct Instruction using mini
whiteboards to check for understanding, Parallel lessons to consolidate new concepts being explicitly taught with the use of manipulatives and provide multiple opportunities to attempt new concepts
and independent application in their own PRIME book.
We look forward to seeing our PRIME journey continue.

PBS—Ms Retz
Hello all and welcome to 2021. We would like to welcome the PBS team for this year:
Kellie Mills, Jennifer Wijeratne, Martin Ross, Jessica Sparks, Marlee Retz, Sacha Middleton, Samantha Merry, Iris
Wong, Vanessa Wainwright, Amy Prichard, Kylie Sgherza, Bianca Reynolds and Jane Wilkie.
This term we have been working extremely hard to display Cassia’s Behaviour Expectations,
being Responsible, Resilient and Reaching for success.
We have focused on the following PBS procedures:
1.

Eating procedure: Sitting down when eating, collecting rubbish and raising hands
when ready to be dismissed.

2.

Lining up procedure: Go to the toilet before the bell, walk to the undercover area
quietly and sit in two lines with hats in laps.

3.

Fab Five and Big Five: Be prepared for the day with our Big Five (red pencil, lead
pencil, ruler, eraser, sharpener) and Fab Five (water bottle, hat, enclosed shoes, school
shirt and black shorts/skirt).

4.

Persistent and positive attitude: We are Resilient - attempt all tasks with a persistent
and positive attitude.

Here are some fabulous examples of students following PBS procedures this term. We look forward to a fantastic year
Thankyou- PBS team.
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Room 17
Room 17 created our own organisers.
We used recycled cardboard and newsprint. We chose a
cool colour to paint them and decorated with tiny squares
of paper. Our desks are organised and colourful. The Big 5
– sorted!

Room 24
This week in Room 24 we completed an Unplugged Coding lesson (coding without using technology) where we
practiced giving clear instructions and using directional language. The students really enjoyed creating their own
paths and directing their partner though the course!

Physical Education—Mr Minissale
Welcome back everyone for another fantastic year in sport!
This term we have been focusing on cricket, trying to play just like our heroes the Perth Scorchers. In Year 2-6 the students have been learning how to bat, bowl and field. They have begun playing mini games out on the oval and in the
undercover area.
Congratulations to the faction captains who have been recently announced. They will be helping myself with the hiring
out of sports equipment at lunch, hosting Thursday lunch time basketball tournaments for the Year 5-6 and fun senior
area games on Thursday & Friday. I am encouraging that all students come see the faction captains outside the sport
office at lunch and hire some sports gear to play on the oval!
Thank you to all students who participated in our swimming carnival. I look forward to supporting our students as the
enter the Interschool Swimming Carnival in a few weeks time.
Finally, if you would like to sign up for Auskick please see the brochure attached to the newsletter. It is a great way to
make new friends from other schools and learn about our countries favourite sport – GO DOCKERS!

Year 6 Easter Raffle—Ms Winter
Easter Raffle
Just a reminder Year 6 students are collecting donations of Easter eggs to go towards the Easter raffle. Raffle tickets
are on sale each day before school, recess, lunch and after school near the canteen. Ticket prices are:
$2 each
$5 for 3
$10 for 10
The raffle win be drawn at the Easter hat parade on the last day of Term One. All proceeds
raised will go towards leavers shirts, camp and graduation.
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Music—Mr Lindsay
Music at Cassia Primary School is off to a great start. Students have been learning the elements of music through listening, singing, moving, and playing. All years have had lessons in beat and rhythm, as well as pitch. We played a musical
story involving a high up cat, and a low down dog. Woof, woof. We have been singing the song ‘Eat Brown Bread’ which
is fun, but also keeps us in time and teaches us the importance of rests – timed silences. Cassia students are getting so
good at this.
Students have been practicing the skill of stopping together and on time, extending this to signalling a rest with open
hands, and writing it in their rhythm writing. Very clever!
In years 5 and 6 students have been exploring the different ‘feels’ of music and have been stamping and moving to syncopated rhythms in funk style. Well done!
Check out the pics of our music lessons

be-

low.

Visual Arts—Ms Wong
This year our art program has shifted to focus on strengthening student artistic experience in 7 art skills. They are drawing, collage, painting, textiles, printmaking, ceramic and sculpture. This term apart from Pre-Primary using oil pastels,
Year 1s to 6s have started different projects learning a range of chalk pastel techniques to express artistic ideas inspired by various living things and focus artists.
Pre-Primary are working on Eric Carle’s Living Things collage project using oil pastels to capture texture of different objects from our school ground. Year 1s are learning to study koi fish and its habitat to create a Koi Pond art. Year 2s are
aiming to draw like our focus artist, Janet Fish, to create Wildflower Wonder still-life art. Year 3s are expressing their
emotions in their Expressive Selfie portrait based on the influence of Henry Matisse’s and Jandamarra Cadd’s Indigenous Australian style. Year 4s are concentrating on an Abstract Mapmaking artwork depicting their choice of location in
South Hedland. Year 5s are constructing a Surrealist Still-Life art inspired by a surrealist artist, Salvador Dali. Year 6s
are composing a personal abstract Chalk Patterns artwork like Emilia Van Nest Markovich, communicating emotions in
a form of patterns based on a scene of a novel we discussed in class.
Our art tables have been renewed with a mix of primary and secondary colours. I am looking forward to seeing all Cassia artists to work hard on these colourful furniture.
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Cassia Learning Club - Ms Mills
In 2021, we are continuing our Cassia Learning Club (CLC) Program, proudly supported by BHP and The Polly
Farmer Foundation.

We have had a great start to Term One and I would like to welcome back our some of our families from last
year and welcome our new families to the program in 2021.
Throughout Term One, students will have the opportunity to learn about Polly Farmer, BHP, The Port and compete in a Boat Building Challenge. Students will research, experiment, design, test and reflect on boat designs
to best inform their final boat design.
We have had an incredible start to CLC this term and are looking forward to more amazing educational activities and outcomes still to come.

Canteen
MONDAY

TUESDAY

Recess - Mini Quiche $1.00
Lunch - Pizza $5.00
Ham & Pineapple

WEDNESDAY

Recess - Fruit Muffin $2.00
Recess - Fruit Muffin $2.00

Lunch - Fried Rice $5.00

Lunch - Lasagne $5.00

Vegetarian or

Ham & Cheese

Bacon

Cheese
THURSDAY
Recess— Homemade Sausage
Rolls $2.00
Lunch—Nachos $5.00
Beef OR Plain

FRIDAY
Recess - Vegemite Scroll
$0.50

Lunch - Spaghetti
Bolognaise $5.00

Ice Creams

Paddle Pop

$2.00

Quelch

$1.00

* Sour cream optional
OPEN DAILY FROM 7:45AM Assorted sandwiches and wraps are available daily including a mixed variety of
yummy healthy recess options.
For your convenience quickcliq ordering is available until 8:45am. Please visit https://quickcliq.com.au/
to place your order.
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LOTE
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What Happening

Uniform Shop
THE UNIFORM SHOP IS OPEN ON Tuesdays BETWEEN 2.30– 3PM
The Uniform Shop is run by the Cassia P & C and the Uniform Coordinator is Jacqui Toyne.
If you have a trust fund assisting you with uniform payments please ensure they email all order forms and purchase orders to: cassiauniformshop@yahoo.com
You can place your order through the Cassia School Office OR online through www.quickqliq.com.au
We request payment at the time of your order. All pre-purchased orders can be collected Wednesday Mornings from
the front office.
EFTPOS is available in the front office
Cheques payable to: Cassia P&C Association
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What’s happening
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What’s Happening

Nominations are due 6 April 2021 via survey monkey by following this link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HedlandYouthAwards2021
Please note - you can nominate multiple people and nominate the same person in multiple categories however please
click on the link again for each new submission as it will only allow one person and one category per application.
9-16 APRIL 2021 CELEBRATES YOUTH WEEK WA
Please join us to celebrate all nominees and finalists at the Hedland Youth Awards presentations:
When: Thursday 15 April 2021
Time: 4pm
Where: YIC HQ, 34 Lawson Street, South Hedland
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU INFORM THE NOMINATED PERSON OF THEIR NOMINATION AND MAKE ALL
EFFORTS TO BE AT THE AWARDS CEREMONY
Any changes of Youth Week events due to COVID-19 will be communicated as they arise via our Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/YouthInvolvementCouncil/
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